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Revelation, Chapter 8 

When Jesus opens the seventh seal, the cascading of consecutive events 
begins. They are “judgments of fire.” In Revelation, Chapter 8, four 
judgments of fire take place, but not before there is a silent pause for 30 
minutes: the calm before the calamity! 

As soon as Jesus opens the seventh seal, the period of silence in heaven 
begins. One might first think of it as an eerie stillness in which an 
anticipation of God’s wrath was enough to stop everyone in their tracks. But, 
in fact, that was not the case. There was silence to give honor and respect to 
the presentation of the prayers of the saints on earth to God in heaven. 

An angel with a golden censer came and stood at the golden altar that is 
before God’s throne. He was given a large quantity of incense to offer along 
with the prayers of all the saints on that altar. From the angel’s hand, the 
smoke of the incense rose, with the prayers of the saints, up before God. 

The number seven in Scripture usually symbolizes “fulfillment.” The large 
quantity of incense would indicate that there were also many, many prayers 
ascending before God that the saints on earth had prayed. This was to be 
the time of their fulfillment. God was about to avenge them of all the 
persecutions that they had suffered on earth by issuing a judgment of fire on 
their adversaries. 

As the billions of prayers ascend before God with the sweet fragrance of holy 
incense, God, whose wisdom and ability far transcends human imagination, 
listened to those prayer in silence, as all of heaven stood still. 

Even before the angel with the golden censer came and stood at the altar — 
at the beginning of the half-hour of silence — John saw seven other angels 
who stand before God. Seven trumpets were given to them. These trumpets 
would herald the judgments that would come upon the earth, and the events 
that would follow. 

The 30-minute period of silence was decidedly broken when the angel with 
the golden censer filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth. 
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Peals of thunder, rumblings and flasher of lightening followed, along with an 
earthquake. 

One can only imagine the thoughts and wonder that will arise among the 
people on earth when this does take place: “Is this just another 
thunderstorm? Is this earthquake going to be the “big one” that divides the 
continent? Will we survive? The preface of silence before these disasters only 
served to make the onslaught of clamorous noises seem even more 
pronounced. 

Where could they run from God’s judgment? How could they possibly escape 
it? It is impossible for the unrepentant ones to escape, because or only 
salvation is in Jesus Christ. There is no other path of escape. There is no 
other way out. 

Those who are in Christ Jesus will be safe in him. Whether in the human 
body or clothed with their spiritual body, all who are in Christ Jesus are safe 
forever. If we have received Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord by faith, and 
have lived in repentance and obedience, we shall be saved. 

There will be those who have been led astray by false doctrines, by 
worshiping the idols created by human imagination: money, fame, power, 
entertainment, and all of the distractions that keep us from whole-heartedly 
living for God. Those who do not repent will become the prisoners of the 
idols that they loved, and will seek death, but will not find it. 

After the censer was cast onto the earth, the seven angels before God’s 
throne prepared to sound their trumpets. 

The first angel blew his trumpet, and fire and hail, mingled with blood were 
hurled to the earth. One third of the earth was burned up, including one-
third of the trees and all green grass. 

According to modern estimates, the total surface area of the Earth, including 
both land and water, is 196,900,000 square miles. Since 70% of the Earth’s 
surface is covered by water, that works out to 139.4 million square miles of 
water. Earth’s continents, on the other hand, cover the remaining 57.5 
million square miles. (Source: NASA-Earth Fact Sheet; NASA Solar System 
Exploration - Guide on Earth; Wikipedia - Earth.) 

One-third of the Earth’s land surface of 57.5 million square miles would be 
19,166,666.66 square miles. That would be the amount of land surface with 
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trees and grass that would be burned up by the fire, destroyed by the hail, 
and polluted by the blood at the blast of the first trumpet. 

The second angel blew his trumpet and something like a great mountain 
burning with fire was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea became blood, a 
third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were 
destroyed. (Rev. 8:8, NRSV) 

Since the earth is covered by 139.4 million square miles of water, one third 
of that area would be 46.47 million square miles. The Atlantic Ocean is 
approximately 31,830,000 square miles and is only 20% of the Earth’s water 
surface. The Pacific Ocean encompasses approximately one-third of the 
Earth’s surface, having an area of 63,800,000 square miles — larger than 
Earth’s entire land mass combined, which is only 58,000,000 square miles. 

When the second angel blows his trumpet and one-third of the Earth’s 
oceans become blood, and the living creatures there die, and the ships there 
are destroyed, the area affected will be the equivalent of the entire Pacific 
Ocean, which stretches from Japan to California, and from Australia to Chile, 
South America. 

It is difficult to imagine such a vast area of water becoming blood and so 
many sea-dwelling creatures dying. The catastrophe of all the ships in the 
equivalent area of the whole Pacific Ocean being destroyed at the blast of 
the second trumpet should give us pause to reflect on this judgment of fire. 

This is only the second judgment blast of the seven trumpets, but the 
damage done will cause the rest of the earth to be inescapably affected by 
this great loss. 

When the third angel blew his trumpet, John saw a large star falling from 
heaven, blazing like a torch. It fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs 
of water. The star was named “Wormwood,” and a third of the waters 
became wormwood. These waters, now made bitter, caused many to die. 

“Rivers and streams cover much more of the planet than geologists 
previously estimated, according to a new study published in Science 
magazine. In total, this new estimate shows that excluding land with 
glaciers, Earth is covered by just under 300,000 square miles of rivers and 
streams. That’s more square footage than the state of Texas, and its as 
much as 44 percent higher than previous counts. (Source: 
science.sciencemag.org) 
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The results of the new study by Allen and Pavelsky, utilizing satellite imagery 
to estimate the surface areas of rivers and streams generated a revised map 
with an increase of about one-third to the total surface area of rivers and 
streams on Earth. (Ibid.) 

The one-third of the Earth’s rivers and streams that were previously 
undetected represents the same ratio of rivers and streams that are destined 
to be  destroyed at the blast of the trumpet of the third angel. 

When the fourth angel blew his trumpet, a third of the sun, and a third of 
the moon, and a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of their light 
was darkened. A third of the day and a third of the night were dark, because 
their light was kept from shining. 

One might imagine a partial eclipse of the sun and moon, but to eclipse one-
third of the stars would be almost unimaginable. A cosmic condition 
previously unknown would have to take place. The judgments of God during 
the seven trumpet blasts exceed our known science, and the awesome terror 
of God’s wrath will make real God’s sovereignty to those who do not believe 
in Him. 

At an interlude between the fourth and fifth trumpet blasts to come, John 
heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew in midheaven, “Woe, woe, 
woe to the inhabitants of the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that 
the three angels are about to blow. (Rev. 8:13)  Amen. 
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