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Text: Revelation 9 

Last Sunday, we ended our study at the announcement of the three “woes” that were to 
come when the last three angels blew their trumpets. 

To review the first four trumpet warnings, the first trumpet blast brought hail and fire 
mixed with blood upon the earth, and one-third of the earth was burned up, including 
one-third of the trees and all green grass. 

When the second angel blew his trumpet, something like a mountain burning with fire 
was thrown into the sea. This caused one-third of the sea to become blood. A third of 
the living creatures in the sea died and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

When the third angel blew his trumpet, a huge star blazing like a torch fell from heaven 
onto a third of the rivers and springs of water. The star was named Wormwood, and it 
made the water bitter, causing many to die. 

Then, the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and one-third of the sun, the moon and the 
stars were struck, so that a third of their light was darkened. They provided no light for 
one-third of the day and one-third of the night. 

After John had seen all of this, he heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew in 
midheaven, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, at the blasts of the other 
trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!” 

This awesome warning from the talking eagle foretells of even more harrowing 
judgments of destruction that are about to come upon the earth and upon humankind. 
Instead of judgments upon the earth and its natural resources, the last three judgments 
will be focused upon those human beings who refused to repent of their sins. Instead of 
seeing the destruction all around them, from which they could flee into the caves and 
the dens of the earth, those who are left on the earth who do not have the seal of God 
on their foreheads will actually feel God’s wrath physically. 

As Chapter 9 opens, we can be certain about where the believers — now called the 
saints of God — are as the three last woes begin. They are gathered around God’s 
throne praising God with all of the angels, the elders, and the four living creatures. In 
Revelation 7:9-10, John told us after the 144,000 Israelites were sealed in their 
foreheads, “After this, I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They 



cried out in a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the 
throne, and to the Lamb.’” (Rev. 7:9-10) 

So, after the 144,000 of Israel are sealed, the saints/believers in Jesus the Christ are in 
heaven around God’s throne before the seventh seal is opened which initiates the 
blowing of the seven trumpets bringing judgment on the earth. 

One of the elders even asks John who those were who were dressed in white, and 
where they came from. When John told the elder that he was the one that knew, the 
elder told John that they were those who had come out of the great ordeal (tribulation); 
they had washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For that 
reason they were before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his 
temple. 

That’s us! Those who have trusted Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord are brought safely 
into the presence of God before even one of the seven trumpets are blown! Believers 
are brought up to heaven (raptured) after the sixth seal is broken. Six is the number of 
humanity. In Revelation 6, Jesus the Lamb of God opens the sixth seal, and there is an 
earthquake, the sun becomes black, the moon becomes like blood, and the stars fall 
from the sky just as Jesus predicted when he was teaching his disciples about the end 
times. 

The Gospel of Mark 13:24-27 states, “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will 
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of 
Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” 

Jesus tells us clearly where, in the sequence of things, his coming will be, although no 
one knows the day nor the hour of his coming, not even himself, but God the Father 
alone. (Mark 13;32) 

Our second witness comes from the Gospel of Matthew, which states, “Immediately 
after the suffering of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven will be shaken. Then the 
sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will 
gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” (Matthew 
24:29-31) (The italics are mine.) 

The Gospel of Luke 21:25 states, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and 
the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming 



in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand 
up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:25-28) 

These three gospels are witnesses that believers will go through persecution before the 
signs of the coming of Jesus Christ begin. They are uniform in their declaration about 
the celestial changes that take place: the sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars 
will fall from the sky. This will be the sure sign that Jesus is about to appear.  

There is also an earthquake that happens during those series of signs. All of these 
occur at some point between the opening of the sixth seal and the opening of the 
seventh seal. When the seventh seal is opened, there is the silence in which God 
receives the prayers of the saints as they ascend to him with incense. It is the answer to 
these prayers that were prayed during severe persecutions that brings on the retribution 
of judgements on the earth. God takes vengeance on those who have persecuted his 
children, and upon those who have rejected Jesus Christ and will not repent of their 
sins. 

After the pause of 30 minutes following the opening of the seventh seal, a new set of 
sevens begins the severe judgments upon earth and humanity: the seven trumpets. The 
first four judgments that are each preceded by the sound of a trumpet result in burning 
fire and destruction by hail of one-third of the land, trees and grass, the pollution of the 
ocean, the pollution of the rivers and springs, and the the darkening of one-third of the 
sun, moon and stars.  

This brings us to the fifth angel, who blows the trumpet that brings about the first of the 
three woes. A star falls from heaven and is personified as a conscious being, who is 
given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. When the being opened the shaft, so 
much thick smoke rose from it that it hid the sun from view, as it filled the air.  

Out of that smoke came locusts upon which God placed certain restrictions: they could 
not kill people; they could only hurt people for five months, they could not attack anyone 
who had the seal of God on their foreheads, and they could not damage the grass, 
trees, and any green growth. 

Even with the pestilence, God remains sovereign. God assigns the locusts their 
boundaries, and determines where, who and for how long they can attack. This is good 
news for us to note. God is sovereign in the midst of his judgments, and God directs 
every detail of how his judgments will be carried out. 

This pattern of behavior is good news for us, because if the danger of pestilence is so 
closely restricted and controlled by God, we can have confidence that God is both 
willing and able to protect his trusting children from the many persecutions that we will 
encounter before Jesus comes. 

When the sixth angel blew his trumpet, the four horns of the golden altar which is before 
God spoke. They told the angel with the sixth trumpet to release the four angels who 



were bound at the great river Euphrates. When they did so, the angels were released, 
and two hundred million troops of cavalry were sent to kill a third of humankind.  

As you may remember, six is the number of humanity, and it is the sixth trumpet that 
heralds the judgment upon human beings. One-third of them were killed, but even then, 
those who were left alive did not repent of their sins. They continued to worship idols of 
gold and silver. They continued to murder, to steal and to practice sorcery. They also 
continued to practice fornication and demon worship. 

These people will suffer extreme torture and punishment, but they will not repent. 

As the people on earth suffered, the people of God in heaven were praising God. They 
had taken heed to the words of Christ that were recorded from conversations he had 
with his disciples concerning the end of days: 

“For in those days there will be suffering, such as has not been from the beginning of 
the creation that God created until now, no, and never will be. And if the Lord had not 
cut short those days, no one would be saved; but for the elect, whom he chose, he has 
cut short those days. And if anyone says to you at that time, ‘Look! Here is the Messiah! 
or ‘Look! There he is! — do not believe it. False messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and produce signs and omens, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. But be alert; 
I have already told you everything.” (Mark 13:19-23) 

The suffering that we endure as Christians cannot compare to the judgments of God 
that will come upon the unbelievers and unrepentant ones who will be left behind when 
we ascend to heaven with our Savior. We will be persecuted because of our faith, but 
our persecution will be cut short and we will enjoy an eternal existence with God, if we 
are faithful to God to the end. 

Jesus advises us in the gospels to keep alert and be watchful for his coming. If we are 
always ready to receive him, we will not be ashamed when he comes. Amen.


