
Sermonette from Pastor Elizabeth for Sunday, March 22, 2020:  
 
He Gives His Beloved Rest 
 
Gospel: John 14:27-31a 
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am 
coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is 
greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. 
I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I 
do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father.” 
 
As I write this on Friday, March 20, thoughts of Ricardo and his humble, sweet spirit fill my heart. Today, 
he is with Jesus. His sisters are planning a memorial service for him in mid-May. We will truly miss 
Ricardo. May the Lord richly bless him for his faithful service and willing spirit. 
 
This morning, the first song that found its way to my lips was “This world is not my home; I’m just 
passing through. I’ve got my mind made up - Way beyond the blue. Angels are beckoning me - From 
heaven’s golden shore. I can’t feel at home - In this world anymore.” As I was singing this, I had no idea 
that Ricardo was on his way home. I felt “a tremor in the Force” so to speak, but I did not know why. No 
doubt, Ricardo was saying good-bye. 
 
Earth is not our home. We are all just passing through. Like Abraham, we are sojourners. We are looking 
for a city whose builder and maker is God. This city not made with hands awaits us like a brilliant ray of 
hope, well established in certainty — the certainty of God’s word, which is everlastingly true. That is why 
we have no fear. Whether we live or die, we belong to Christ, who keeps us under the shelter of his 
loving wing. He has written our names in the Lamb’s Book of Life and in the palm of his hand, and he can 
never forget us. We are his own body. We are the Church Triumphant! 
 
None of us know the day of our departing. Let us be always ready to meet Jesus, always waiting for him 
with a clear conscience, having forgiven all who have offended us and having asked God to forgive us of 
our own sins. God forgives us the first time we ask, and we can leave it behind us, knowing that we are 
eternally forgiven. Jesus wants us to be with him more than we can imagine. 
  
On my morning walk in the park this beautiful morning, as the bright morning sun reflected its light on 
the undulating surface of the water, I passed by several people, and could not help but overhear a bit of 
their conversations. What they were saying was very revealing about where their focus was this morning 
and what was weighing on their hearts. I will share with you what three of them were saying as I was 
passing by each one. 
 
A man on his cell phone said, “I am asset rich, but I’m cash poor. If you need someone to do consulting 
work, I am available…” 
 
A man walking with his bike while talking on his cell phone said, “They were buying guns like popcorn. 
They were buying all kinds of guns!” 
 
A woman walking with another woman said, “This is not a little picnic. This is big…” 
 



I can only imagine what their situations were. There is no way I could know accurately. But, knowing the 
volatility of the stock market, I would imagine that the first man was affected by our current economic 
situation. The second man, an African-American man, was concerned about the threat that the purchase 
of so many guns, by people who are afraid because of uncertainly, might pose to African-American men 
who are killed at a higher percentage rate than any other demographic group in our nation. 
 
What does this uptick in the purchase of guns mean? What are the people who are purchasing them 
planning to do with them? Do they just want to defend their families in case of vandals in their 
neighborhood, or are they planning to rob others? Is it that when money fails, some people turn to guns 
for their sense of security? 
 
We have a God who is ever present in times of trouble. We have a God whose power surpasses all other 
power whether on earth, in heaven or under the earth. There is no one more powerful than our Father, 
yet He loves us tenderly and guides us with a gentle but steady hand. The Lord is our Shepherd. We shall 
not want. 
 
Let us continue to pray for one another and for our families. We do not know the future, but we do 
know the One who holds the future in His hands. 
 
"Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not to your own understanding. In all your ways, 
acknowledge Him, and He will direct your path." 
 
With Great Love, 
Pastor Elizabeth 
 

 


