
“The Heavenly Worship” 
Revelation Series, Part 6 
Chapter 4 
Pastor Elizabeth Coleman 
Northwest Presbyterian Church 
February 7, 2021 

Text: Revelation 4 

John, the writer of the Book of Revelation, which Jesus revealed to him 
through visions of heaven, had first received messages from Jesus for seven 
churches in Asia Minor. For each church, there was a specific message, but 
Jesus said that anyone who had ears should listen to those messages.  

He said that those who would take heed to them and endure in faithfulness 
to the end, would receive a crown of life and other rewards for their faithful 
endurance.  

Over the last three weeks, we have covered in detail God’s messages 
through Jesus for each of those seven churches in Asia Minor and for us all. 

Now, the scene has changed in John’s vision. God has allowed a door in 
heaven to be opened, and Jesus invites John to come up there to see what 
must take place in the future. 

In order to do that, John was transported in the spirit to heaven. He was 
allowed to see the throne of God and God, as well as the beings that 
surrounded God’s throne and their activity. 

John saw that God had the appearance of a jasper stone and carnelian. 
These are stones that are multicolored. They are found in various colors and 
combinations of colors: red, brown, green, grey, white, and sometimes blue. 
They are usually shiny and smooth, and have a depth of colorful character 
within them. 

Although there is nothing on earth that can compare to or adequately 
describe the appearance and glory of God, John was using what resources he 
had in his knowledge to describe as best he could what he saw. 

Around the throne, John saw a rainbow that looked like an emerald. Perhaps 
it was the shining glow of an emerald that John likened to the gleam of the 
rainbow, rather than its green color. We know that God gave Noah the sign 
of the rainbow as a seal of their covenant that rain would never again 
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destroy nearly all of the inhabitants of the earth. This sign of the covenant 
was created to appear in the sky above the earth in a visible way when there 
would be heavy rain. It was God’s symbolic “signature,” if you will, on his 
covenant promise to all humankind through Noah. God’s copy of the 
covenant signature, the rainbow, encircled his throne, and has remained 
there since that day. 

I’ve only had one open vision during the day as I can remember in my 
lifetime, and it was a vision of God’s throne in heaven with the rainbow 
encircling his throne. The rainbow continued from the complete circle to 
spiral down toward the earth, almost like the beginning of a spiral staircase. 
I was riding a city bus on my way to a church to talk with a pastor about 
serving as pulpit supply when I saw this vision. It was very unexpected, and 
I had to take off my glasses and put them back on, because I couldn’t 
imagine how I was seeing this. It only lasted a few minutes, and when the 
bus turned away, I could no longer see it. To this day, I don’t know why this 
vision was shown to me. It does confirm to me that God still reveals things 
to human beings. God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

John saw twenty-four thrones around the throne of God, and twenty-four 
elders were seated on the thrones dressed in white robes with golden crowns 
on their heads. 

John is not explicit in telling us who these twenty-four elders are, so we 
cannot be sure of their historical identity. Because of their number, some 
scholars propose that these elders could be the representatives of the twelve 
tribes of Israel plus the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ. Other scholars 
propose that the twenty-four elders may be a heavenly order of priestly 
ministers in heaven like the twenty-four Levitical orders of 1Chronicles 24:4 
and 25:9-31. 

But, the golden crowns on their heads suggest that they have come through 
some type of persecution or trial as humans in order to achieve a victory 
that merits a crown. Jesus had promised a golden crown to those who would 
overcome in their lifetime. the white robe was also a reward that was 
promised by Jesus to those who remained faithful to the end of their lifetime 
on earth. 

Although we do not know for sure who they are, the significant message 
about these twenty-four elders is that they worshipped God, falling down 
before the throne and casting their golden crowns before it, as a sign of their 
recognition that it was God who gave to them any ability that would merit a 
crown, and that only God was worthy of praise and worship. They praise God 
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as being worthy to receive glory, honor and power as the Creator of all 
things. 

Coming from the throne of God are flashes of lightening and rumblings and 
peals of thunder. The awesome power of God is on display. God’s authority 
over the forces of nature is made visible as the thunder and lightening 
comes directly from his throne. 

In front of God’s throne are seven flaming torches, which are the seven 
spirits of God. These burning torches we discussed in Part 1 of this series. 
There are no specific details in Revelation about how we can relate these 
seven spirits of God to the Holy Spirit. 

Also in front of God’s throne is something like a sea of glass, like crystal. An 
expanse of a crystal-like material graces the area in front of God’s throne, 
like a translucent floor. 

Around the throne, and on each side of it are four living creatures. They are 
described as having eyes inside and out and all around them. Each creature 
has a different kind of physical appearance: a lion, an ox, one with a face 
like a human being and one like a flying eagle. Each of them has six wings. 

These living creatures worship God night and day, saying Holy, Holy, Holy, 
the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and is and is to come. 

When the four living creatures worship God, the twenty-four elders also 
worship God, falling before him and casting their crowns before God’s 
throne. The twenty-four elders sing to God, “You are worthy, our Lord and 
God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by 
your will they existed and were created.” 

We can draw from John’s first-hand account that heaven is a real place, and 
that God is a real being in whose image we were made. God is sovereign 
and rules with power and absolute authority. 

In heaven, there is order, there is a diversity of living creatures — some like 
we have never seen on earth. God has a divine “council” of elders, who have 
some form of lesser power, but who are honored, nonetheless, and sit on 
thrones in God’s presence. 

We can see that worship takes place continually in heaven, and that there is 
a connection between heaven and earth, in which God chooses at times to 
reveal to human beings what heaven is like, by opening the door of access 
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to a mere human being, who can testify to others what has been seen. God 
wants us to know about heaven and what He has planned for all who have 
believed and received the salvation of his Son, Jesus Christ. This is God’s 
way of reaching out to us in mercy, and it is up to us to respond. Amen. 
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